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Smarter-use of America’s security resources

· This bill serves as an important piece of the broad-based move towards a risk-based, intelligence-driven security screening system from the current one-size-fits-all screening program.

1. While this bill will not let Members of the Armed Forces bypass security, it will require TSA to develop an expedited screening process designed to reduce our soldiers’ checkpoint waiting times and focus more resources on unknown and high-risk passengers.

1. To be clear, this program does not impact the existing TSA’s existing layered aviation security Fapproach that includes Federal Air Marshals, Federal Flight Deck Officers, Secure Flight vetting, AIT machines, TSA intelligence analysts, explosive trace detection, canine teams, Credential Authentication Technology/Boarding Pass Scanning Systems, and Behavior Detection Officers.

· Ultimately, this bill will improve the screening process for American passengers by reducing checkpoint wait times.

· Leveraging our existing technology-dependent screening system with an intelligence-driven pre-screening process will make commercial aviation more secure and will improve American passengers’ experience at security checkpoints.

· The transition to a risk-based screening system is supported by Administrator Pistole and currently TSA is expanding the existing trusted traveler/Delta-American frequent flyer pilot programs beyond Atlanta, Dallas, Detroit, and Miami to Las Vegas, Los Angeles, and Minneapolis-St. Paul.  This program already provides expedited screening options for roughly 40,000 American travelers.

· In response to the broad support for H.R. 1801, on November 15, 2011, TSA began a pilot program at the Monterrey Regional Airport using the DoD’s Common Access Card as a means to streamline security procedures for the military. 

Thanks to the men and women who are serving in our Armed Forces

1. Unless intelligence indicates otherwise, the men and women of the US Armed Forces and their families do not need to be subject to pat downs when they are traveling on orders.

1. Moreover, it does not make sense to require our men and women returning from Afghanistan and Iraq to take off their class A military jacket, belt buckle, or medals for the TSA.

1. Instead let’s honor their willingness to sacrifice themselves for our country by treating them as patriots, not by assuming all US traveling soldiers intend to harm our country.
